
 Week 15 December 9th, 2022 

In  December,  we  turn  our  attention  to  CARING.  
Thinking  of  others  and  showing  our  love,  kindness  and 
appreciation for all the people in our lives who look after us, 
care for us and those who need our help at this challenging 
time of year. 

Who will be enjoying a Christmas hot chocolate and cookies 
this month? 

Open Enrolment Information Sessions for prospective 
parents  to  apply  for  Nursery  and  Primary  One  places  for  
September 2023 will be held as follows;

Nursery Applicants -  Wed 14th December 1.15pm  on 
our Derryvolgie Site. Enter via main front doors.
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Keeping everyone safe… 

I understand that it is a stressful time 
for families as we navigate the 
changing health landscape. The news 
of late has been difficult for us all to 
hear and process and our thoughts 
and prayers are with the family and 
school who has lost a beautiful child. 
Whilst undoubtedly tragic, loss in 
these circumstances is thankfully rare 
but serves as a timely reminder that 
we must all be extra vigilant to 
children’s health and wellness.  

As per my latest letter, please monitor 
your children’s symptoms, seek 
medical help where needed, follow 
good hand hygiene practices, keep 
any sick child off school to recover 
and prevent spread and keep school 
informed. St Bride’s whole school 
community want our staff, children 
and families to be able to stay safe 
and well - so we need your help! 

Health Guidance... 
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Primary One Applicants -  Fri 16th December 2.15pm 
on our Ashleigh Site on Windsor Avenue. 

P5-7  families  are  cordially  invited  to  our  annual  Carol 
Service on Fri 16th Dec at 11am in St Brigid’s Church. Two 
adult seats per child available.

The EA are encouraging families to cook healthy, low-cost meals this Christmas. Why not try 

out  some  of  these  delicious recipes and send your photos to #eacatering… delicious!😋
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Birthdays so far… 

Happy birthday with love from 
everyone at St Bride’s PS, Belfast 
💙🥳 .  

Birthdays (5th Dec - 11th Dec) 🥳  

• Adedamola (P5LW).     Aimee (P4McI).              

• Luke (P5MMcK).   Charlotte (P3McD) 

• Arthur (P4McI)           Sarah (P2OP) 

• Holly (P3McD).            Luke (P7BM).             

• Sarah (P7MC).              Finn (P4McM)  

• Hugo (P3ML).            Colleen (P7MC) 

• Katie (P4KG).          Katherine (P4McL) 
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Traditional Irish Music 🎶 …. Families, such has been the success of our Irish dancing, Gaelic 
games and Irish language classes that, after Christmas, I am delighted to be able to offer small group 
and 1:1 private tuition with All Ireland Champion fiddler and multi-instrumentalist, Niall McClean.

Niall is a music graduate of Queens and has a wealth of experience teaching and performing both 
nationally and worldwide. Niall organised the first ever Irish music concert to be held and televised 
for then, Prince Charles, at Hillsborough Castle. He leads Ards Comhaltas and has taken groups of 
students to perform for the Pope in Rome, to the White House, USA and for the Irish President in 
Dublin. Niall is currently lead tutor and organiser of the bid to bring the All Ireland Fleadh to Belfast 
in 2024. As my former Trad tutor in Bangor, he led my school Trad Group to win the prestigious Fox 
Robert’s Cup 14 years in a row.

Niall is pleased to be able to offer lessons in fiddle, tin whistle and bodhran with the opportunity to 
complete London College Grade Exams. We are seeking interest from pupils from P3-7 to participate 
in lessons which will be facilitated within the course of the school day with the idea of later forming a 
school  Traditional  Music  Group.  This  is  a  brilliant  opportunity  for  any child wishing to learn an 
instrument, share interests with others and broaden their skills set. Half-hour lessons for individuals 
cost £19 with a shared group lesson costing £7. Payable per term. To register your interest, please 
contact Niall directly on 07960072218 as soon as possible so that classes can be organised asap.

I’m so pleased to be bringing this wonderful opportunity to St Bride’s. 💙 🤍 💛 🎻 🎼 🪕

👀 Looking ahead… Dates for your diaries 

📆  P3 Sacrament of First Penance: 

Tuesday 7th March 4pm:  

P3 McNamee & Lynn 

Wednesday 8th March 4pm:  

P3 McDermott & Leggett 

📆 P7 Sacrament of Confirmation 

Tuesday 21st March 4pm: P7 Maguire & Cunningham 

Tuesday 21st March 6pm: P7 Marttila & Montague 

📆  P4 Sacrament of First Holy Communion 

Sat 13th May 10am: P4 Gray & McIlroy 

Sat 13th May 12noon: P4 McCloskey & McMahon 
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  Ma g i c 
Mathematicians  who  each  gained  over  200 
points  in  our  recent  Maths  Week  Ireland 
Challenge.  A fantastic  effort from these girls. 
Mr Doran and I  are so proud of  you all!  Well 

done! 👏 🌟  

 

Huge congratulations to all of P1-3 who have now 
completed  their  fantastic  Nativity  plays!  Such 
talented  children!  Thank  you  to  the  staff  who 
prepared  them  and  to  all  the  families  who  came 
along  to  support  them,  it  was  great  to  have  you 
back  with  us  in  person.  Next  week,  we  look 
forward to our P4 shows and of course, our very 
special P5-7 Carol Service.  

A Message from the Principal 
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Charitable Works & Social Justice… CARING 

Thank you to all  those who have supported our St Vincent DePaul Appeal so far. 
Thank you also for your support and generosity for our PTA Christmas Ballot, the 
prizes are simply AMAZING! Good luck everybody! 

The  Parish  GIFT Association  has  asked  that  I  draw  your  attention  to  the 
following: 

St Bride’s PS staff are always here to help and support all families. 

If you, or a family you know, are in need of our support, please get in touch to 
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speak to us in confidence. The local Conference of St Vincent dePaul have been in contact with school 
to offer support to any family at St Bride’s that may be in need of their support. In confidence, and 
with the promise of our discretion and sensitivity, if you, or any family you know, may be struggling 
and could benefit from some financial or resource support, please get in touch with Miss Joyce or Ms 
Hunter via the school office. Tel: 02890 381700 or contact SVdP directly. 

Need to chat to us or raise a  concern… We will  always  be happy to help!  Most often class 
teachers  are the best person to speak to. They can be contacted via the school email address or 
landline.  Email:  info@stbrides.belfast.ni.sch.uk or Telephone 02890 381700. If,  after  speaking with 
class teachers, the matter remains unresolved, it may be further raised to the Head of Key Stage, 
SENCo, Senior Leadership Team, VPs and then the Principal. 

Keeping up with St Bride’s… I’d encourage all adults to follow St Bride’s PS on Twitter to get a 
glimpse into all that goes on in our school. Check us out @StBridesPS1. 

We are now also on Instagram @stbridesps… please give us a follow if you can!

🏠 📮 ☎ Have you moved house, changed telephone number or email address? 
Please ensure that you update the School Office Team with any change of details  to 
ensure  that  you  have  continued  access  to  our  SchoolComms  &  Gateway  App  for 

important information and payments. Thank you!

Safeguarding our premises… 

Families,  unfortunately  adults  are  still   ‘hanging  around’  on  our 
school  premises  between  school  pickups,  despite  our  pleas  to 
vacate  the  areas.  We  cannot  facilitate  parent,  grandparent  or 
childminding  waiting  areas.  Anyone  arriving  before  1.50pm  or 

remaining  on  site  after  2.10pm  and  before  2.50pm  will  be  asked  to  leave  in  adherence  with 
safeguarding procedures. Respectfully families, once you have collected your children, you are politely 
requested to leave school premises. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Other Reminders:

- Parking: I appreciate and have witnessed the difficulties associated to traffic management, 
however, I respectfully request that parents adhere to road markings,  avoid using staff carpark 
areas, refrain from blocking school or residents’ gates, zigzag crossing lines etc and instead 
park responsibly, with respect for local residents and of course, children’s safety. 

- We will call the police in respect of any illegal parking or dangerous driving. 

- Our only concern is the safety of our school community. Parking convenience is not a 
priority. 

- Abuse towards school staff will also not be tolerated and could result in further action taking 
place.

- Safer  School Premises: 
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- Families, you may be aware that we have a number of children with severe, often life-threatening, 
allergies, others with mobility issues and many who have experienced trauma which can be easily 
triggered. With that in mind, as the children’s safety and well-being is my paramount concern, I 
respectfully  ask that  ALL food coming into school  is  nut-free,  adults  refrain from smoking on 
school premises and that dogs are not brought on to our school sites. 

- School Meals Menu - 12th - 16th December is Week Four  

 

- Now for a summary of what’s on next week… 
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